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Developmental Disabilities and an associate editor of the International Journal of Developmental Disabilities. A 
dedicated teacher, Maire developed a graduate course called Neuroscience of the Developmental Disabilities, 
which provided the inspiration and much background material for the first edition of Developmental Disabilities in 
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Introduction 
 

We are very pleased to bring you Developmental Disabilities in Ontario, Fourth Edition. Our first edition, 
published in 1999, was the first text that provided broad and multi-disciplinary information about 
developmental disabilities and, at the same time, was specifically for people who live and work in 
Ontario. The second edition, published in 2003, updated the information in the first edition, and added 
several new chapters. The third edition, in 2011, updated and reorganized that information, and added 
five new chapters to provide additional information that was not previously included. This fourth edition 
continues the series with updated information and additional chapters. It also includes several new 
authors. 

Developmental Disabilities in Ontario, Fourth Edition, is intended to appeal to a broad range of people in 
Ontario. Students in Ontario colleges and universities use it as a comprehensive text with specific 
reference to Ontario to guide their learning. We consider this to be particularly important, since these 
students are the future professionals and community leaders in the field of developmental disabilities. 
This book is also intended for use by people who directly support people with developmental 
disabilities, educators, health care workers, social workers, academics, policy makers, government 
leaders, those concerned with legal and ethical issues, and many others. Perhaps most important, the 
book provides one way for family members to learn about a broad range of issues and new knowledge 
in the field of developmental disabilities. At a time when many families want to have a stronger voice in 
determining support for their family members with disabilities, such information is needed. Finally, it is 
our hope that the material contained between these covers will help the general public to understand 
developmental disability better, and to include people with developmental disabilities of all ages in 
Ontario society. 

This book has attempted to capture core research and practical knowledge in the developmental 
disabilities field and to present it in a format for learning and for day-to-day use. The main goal of the 
book is to promote sharing of information, experience, solutions, and insights in order to help people 
with developmental disabilities, their families, and their other supporters improve their quality of life. 

We have assembled Developmental Disabilities in Ontario, Fourth Edition, for three additional reasons. 
First, interest in the book arose from our collective experiences as researchers and teachers, and from 
networking through our activities with the Ontario Association on Developmental Disabilities (OADD) — 
an organization whose mandate is to promote the education of professionals in the field — and OADD's 
Research Special Interest Group. We realized that service providers of all disciplines, service recipients, 
students, educators, researchers, policy makers, and others would benefit from a book that presented 
core and practical information from a multi-disciplinary perspective. There is a tremendous amount of 
information in the developmental disabilities field. Because the field is changing so quickly, and because 
most people do not have a broad understanding of all the issues in the field, much valuable information 
is not readily accessible to people who need it when they need it. Second, there is a large body of 



 

informal knowledge based on the extensive experiences of clinicians, educators, and researchers that 
has not been brought together before. Finally, new philosophical and policy directions in developmental 
services have emerged in recent years, and good responses to these require solid knowledge of the 
field. 

The term developmental disabilities requires elaboration (see also Chapter 1). In its broad sense, the 
term refers to disabilities that are related to development. To a great extent, though, the term 
developmental disabilities as it is commonly used in Ontario and elsewhere grew out of, and replaced, 
the terms mental retardation, mental handicap, and developmental handicap, which had become 
outdated by the mid 1980s. The term intellectual disability is used in many countries of the world, and is 
increasingly being used in Ontario as an equivalent term to developmental disability. In this book, we 
have continued to use the term developmental disability, because that is the term used in the major 
policy documents that influence the field in Ontario. It is also in keeping with the name of the only 
provincial professional organization in our field, the Ontario Association on Developmental Disabilities. 

The field of developmental disabilities in Ontario is, in many ways, not substantially different from that 
of other parts of Canada or other countries. Thus, much of the information in this book will be very 
useful indeed to people in other jurisdictions. Still, people live within cultural and political environments 
that often have considerable influence upon their lives. People with developmental disabilities who live 
in Ontario are influenced by the customs, the values, the laws, the natural and human resources, and 
the many other characteristics that comprise the Ontario environment. 

One of the primary intents of this book is to capture as much as possible of the Ontario environment 
that influences the lives of people with developmental disabilities. In doing so, our aim is to place the 
lives of such people — and the field of developmental disabilities itself — within its environment, and to 
explore, as much as we can, the interrelationship among people, the field, and the environment. Every 
chapter contains references to resources that are available in Ontario — a list of "where to start" when 
confronted with a question about developmental disabilities. This provides a way for new parents, 
family members, students, adults supporting people with disabilities, professionals in education and 
health care, and many others to connect with other people and supports right here in Ontario. 

We have tried to capture a great deal of the complexity in the broad field of developmental disabilities 
in the chapters that comprise this edition of Developmental Disabilities in Ontario. In doing so, we have 
not been able to include every aspect of life of people with developmental disabilities, nor have we been 
able to raise every issue or perspective that is of importance to people with developmental disabilities, 
their families, and those who support them in the many ways they do. We have brought to you, though, 
a comprehensive set of chapters under one cover about developmental disabilities. We have 
endeavoured to place the material of each of these chapters within the Ontario context, and it is this 
unique feature of which we are most proud. 

One of the interesting by-products of producing this book has been the opportunity for interaction 
among a wide variety of people whose lives are affected by developmental disabilities, including family 
members, professionals, policy makers, researchers, and those who provide numerous types of 



 

supports. A very large team of experts, almost all of whom live and work in Ontario, contributed to this 
book. This represents a vast amount of knowledge from professionals whose life work includes sharing 
and connecting with others. 

In producing Developmental Disabilities in Ontario, Fourth Edition, we are very pleased to continue to 
collaborate with the Ontario Association on Developmental Disabilities, which will assist in the ordering 
and distribution of the book. OADD, an organization of people who pursue careers in the field of 
developmental disabilities in Ontario, was formed in 1989. Both of us have been strong supporters of 
OADD for many years, and have acted in leadership roles on its Board of Directors and its Research 
Special Interest Group. Since one of the principal goals of OADD is to promote learning opportunities for 
people who work in the field of developmental disabilities, this book very much supports its mandate. 

In presenting to you the 50 chapters of Developmental Disabilities in Ontario, Fourth Edition, it is our 
hope that they will be informative and helpful to you in your understanding of developmental 
disabilities in Ontario, and that the contents of this book will encourage you to network with others in 
the developmental disabilities field. 

 
Ivan Brown 
Maire Percy 
Editors 
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