RSIG AWARDS 
1) Self Advocate Travel Award 
The O.A.D.D. RSIG Travel Award is an award that will be offered to a self-advocate who will be traveling to attend the RSIG conference. The award recipients will receive a monetary value of $150.00 to assist with any expenses associated with attending the RSIG conference. A total of one (1) travel award will be given. 
This award is open to all conference attendees who identify as a disabled self-advocate 
Each applicant must complete the application form available at 
http://oadd.org/affiliate-organizations/rsig-awards/ and must also submit the following supporting documentation: 
1) A brief statement (maximum 1 page) requesting receipt of the travel award. This statement should include a rationale for the request, as well as an explanation of your interest in either attending or presenting at the conference. 
Recognition of geographic distance to the conference as well as other expenses will be considered. 
2) RSIG Poster Awards 
The RSIG will be providing 3 student poster awards; one first place award, one second place award, and a “People’s Choice” award. 
The first-place recipients of the poster award will be presented with a certificate, as well as a $150 prize at the end of the conference and will be asked if they would like to speak for a few minutes about their research (this is optional and not required). The second-place award winner will receive a $100 award. 
All abstracts that have been submitted for a poster presentation with a student as the first author will be considered for the poster award. Presenters who were not accepted for an oral presentation and who agreed to do a poster presentation will also be considered for a poster award. Posters considered for awards will be evaluated anonymously (i.e., identifiers removed) using the abstract review guidelines to select the top 5 student posters. Poster award finalists will be informed of their nomination in their acceptance letters. No application required. 
If nominated for a poster, the student presenter will be asked to meet with members of the RSIG conference committee on the day of the conference. The RSIG conference committee will ask the finalists to briefly discuss their poster (maximum of 2 minutes) and will score the presentation of the poster including the visual presentation of the poster (i.e.how does the poster look? Is it clear, comprehensive, and readable? Has there been consideration for accessibility?). 
We will also be awarding a “people’s choice” poster award. All poster presentations are eligible for this award. Conference attendees will have the opportunity to review and vote for their favourite poster. The winner will receive a $100 prize that is awarded during the awards ceremony at the conference. Winners of the RSIG poster award cannot also win the “People’s Choice” poster award for the same poster. 
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2) OADD RSIG Student Award for Excellence in Research This award is presented annually to one student who has made an outstanding contribution to the field of developmental disabilities through an innovative and novel piece of research. Winners of this award will receive $250, plus will be invited to speak for 15 minutes at the conference. 
Students are encouraged to self-nominate and faculty members are also encouraged to nominate worthy candidates! 
Please go to http://oadd.org/affiliate-organizations/rsig-awards/ for more information. 3) RSIG Student Travel Awards 
The O.A.D.D. RSIG Student Travel Award is an award that will be offered to students who will be traveling to attend the RSIG conference. The award recipients will receive a monetary value of $150.00 to assist with any expenses associated with attending the RSIG conference. A total of five (4) travel awards will be given. 
This award is open to full-time students who are either currently or within the previous calendar year were enrolled in a college or university from any discipline (e.g., Nursing, Education, Psychology, Behavioural Science, etc.). 
Each applicant must complete the application form available at 
http://oadd.org/affiliate-organizations/rsig-awards/ and must also submit the following supporting documentation: 
● A brief statement (maximum 1 page) requesting receipt of the travel award. This statement should include a rationale for the request, as well as an explanation of your interest in either attending or presenting at the conference. Applications should also outline active participation in RSIG (if applicable). 
● Recognition of geographic distance to the conference as well as other expenses will be considered. 
4) Kay Sansom Scholarship 
Three awards of $1,000 each and a one-year membership in OADD are available to Ontario students with interests in the field of intellectual and/or developmental disabilities in the following categories: medical/graduate, undergraduate, and college students. 
Please note that this award is adjudicated by OADD Board Members and presented at the OADD conference, not the RSIG Research Day. 
Please go to 
http://oadd.org/scholarships-awards/awards-scholarships-overview/kay-sansom-scholarships/ for more information. 
5) OADD-NADD Ontario Scholarship – Student Research Scholarship One award of $1000 is available to a college or university student completing a research 
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study or writing a thesis focused on intellectual and developmental disabilities co-occurring with mental health needs. 
Please note that this award is adjudicated by OADD Board Members and presented at the OADD conference, not the RSIG Research Day. 
Please go to 
https://oadd.org/scholarships-awards/awards-scholarships-overview/oadd-nadd-ontari o-scholarships/ for more information. 
6) Dr. Bruce McCreary Memorial Scholarship 
One award of $5000 is available to students enrolled full-time in an accredited clinical program of study with an emphasis on working with individuals with developmental disabilities, care providers, and families. 
Please note that this award is adjudicated by OADD Board Members and presented at the OADD conference, not the RSIG Research Day. 
Please go to https://oadd.org/dr-bruce-mccreary-memorial-scholarship/ for more information. 
6) NEW this year ONLY! Participatory Advocacy Research Network Award (Will be made available if SSHRC Connection Grant is awarded)
Two researchers and self-advocate pairs will be invited to partake in the Participatory Advocacy Research Network Camp. Participatory Action Research Network’s ‘Research Camp’ will be an event where self-advocates, allies, and researchers can spend a few days together in a safe, accessible, and inclusive space to learn about how to do inclusive research together, network, and share research results.  This event is scheduled to take place in the Fall of 2024. 
We will award two researcher and self-advocate pairs from the OADD-RSIG 2024 the opportunity to partake in the Research Camp as Collaborators and Camp Participants. The winners of this award will also be asked to present their experiences of the Research Camp during the OADD-RSIG 2025 conference. 
Our Knowledge Mobilization sponsorship will include shared accommodations, all meals and conference registration fees for 2 self-advocates and 2 academic/community researchers or allies. 
To prevent any conflict of interest, individuals on the RSIG Committee are not eligible for any of these awards for the duration of their membership. 
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